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in the nation’s

CAPITAL

As 30,000 secondary students returned to school in
the Australian Capital Territory, so did Georgia Gould,
Young Life’s chaplain to one of the many high schools
in Canberra’s suburbs.
Having moved to Canberra from Townsville last year,
Georgia says she is gradually learning about life in
the capital.
“One thing you notice, Canberra is not like other
cities. There aren’t that many young people in the
centre,” says Georgia.
“Instead there are a lot of young professional people.
But when you come out to Belconnen, it’s suburbia.
This is where the families live.”
Belconnen High School is a government high school
for students in Years 7 to 10 where Georgia works two
days a week to support students, families and staff.
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“Students need a friendly face to help them
settle in, to help them find their class although
many of them don’t know what a chaplain is,”
says Georgia.

“My week begins with
a breakfast club on
Wednesdays and a Young
Carers support group
organised in conjunction with Young Carers ACT
and Anglicare.
“I take a number of students to the nearby Special
School as work experience and I also attend Circus
program sessions and provide a social skills program
for some of the quiet students.
One of Georgia’s other roles is to meet students who
transfer into the school.
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“Those who had a chaplain at their previous
school are the quickest to say hello or seek me
out.
Teachers will also suggest parents connect with
Georgia if they think she can be of assistance.
“Parents are often relieved to know someone
can meet their child and support them if they are
struggling socially or emotionally. Or if something
has happened at home.”
In this way, Georgia meets regularly with a number
of students.
Although it was the girls who Georgia was initially
engaged with, she now finds staff are approaching
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her with a need among boys to help them deal with emotions like anger.
And so she is seeking to build partnerships with non-government
organisations such as MensLink.
“It’s good to draw on organisations that have funding and accredited
programs focussing on mental health issues as a way of strengthening
the school community.
Georgia feels Canberra’s main occupation, government and politics,
may be having an effect on young people.
“I can’t speak for the whole but young
people are exposed to so much on
their phones and in the news.
“The conversations they are having
are so political. These students are
having arguments about race, religion
and money.
“I think living in Canberra means the
news and major events are thrust
upon you and students are forming
opinions when they are very young
– perhaps without the maturity to
express those opinions kindly or wisely.
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“If there is a lot of bullying towards minority groups within our schools,
this could be one of the reasons.”

Introducing Young Life volunteer John Ryan (right) and
Dan Williams, currently in Year 12. The pair have known
each other through Young Life Bathurst since 2014.
When Dan completes Year 12 he plans to become a
mechanic. Currently John and Dan spend time together
each Wednesday as John teaches Dan how to drive.

She also says the lack of Christian literacy among high school students
still has the power to catch her off guard.

How long have you both known each other?

“I am not allowed to bring up the subject of Christianity, unless a
student initiates the conversation.

John: Probably about three years now. We met at Kelso Community Hub. I remember little
Dan rocking up. He was always friendly and he had a lot of empathy for the other kids. When
something was wrong Dan wanted justice.

“Even so, I often have to explain what the word ‘Chaplain’ means and so
many are meeting me with no understanding or exposure.
Even with the lack of awareness about her motivation as a Christian,
Georgia finds her role as Chaplain very rewarding.
“I love it. It’s really tough. There’s times when you don’t know if you are
making a positive difference because young people don’t show much
until the very last, but it’s definitely worth it.”

Dan: We have know each other for three years. I know him through Young Life.

What is one thing you like about the other person?
Dan: He is just a great guy. His personality is awesome and he is great to get along with.
John: Probably his loyalty.

What is something you have in common?
Dan: We both love God.
John: Not our hair cuts, that is for sure… (ha, ha!). Probably a lot of things but we are also
very different. We do get along very well. We both are good at building friendships because
Dan loves people and I love people.

What is one memorable experience you have shared?
Dan: Summer Camp in 2014. It was just the best week. We were in the same cabin and it was
an amazing week. Everything was fun!
John: Young Life camping trips to Newnes, where every year Dan will get his shoes wet before
the walk to the glow worm tunnel.

Name something the other person passionate about and
something they are great at.
Dan: Working with kids and trying to explain God to kids.
John: Dan is passionate about cars and he is great at cars.
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I was really impressed by each of our volunteer teams. This year our volunteers were
all willing and able to work together to make camp an amazing week for the campers.

My role with the help of Adrian Klavins,
Marion and David Arblaster and James and Tori Poulos, was to get alongside the
leaders and teenagers who were struggling the most.

ummer Camp 2017 was great! I am
always moved by seeing the young
people change as the week goes on. They get
to know each other and the people serving
on camp and they really build together as a
community. I love reading the young people’s
feedback after camp – “Best Week of My Life”
is always in there.

My overall vision for Summer Camp is to keep thinking and praying about how to make
this week the best week of a young person’s life. This means constantly striving for
excellence in every area of camp. Part of this is also growing camper numbers as our
areas around the country grow.
I really believe the Summer Camp is the pinnacle of what we do at Young Life. Summer
Camp is where it all comes together…amazing community, committed leaders, the
great outdoors and an opportunity for young people to hear how valuable they are.

or cabin leaders, it is hard to
describe how full-on the week is
for them. Not only do they spend every
minute of every day with the campers,
there is a huge emotional investment
involved. And just like children, the more
you invest, the more the campers will
push back. It can be heart-breaking!

One young girl was so hostile during cabin time, she had her cabin leader in tears.
But by Thursday as her cabin leader and Marion persisted in supporting her, she
began to soften, to listen and give herself the space to ask questions.
For Adrian, the week was really enjoyable. He loved spending time with the young
guys. The boys really have fun and enjoy having the opportunity to have good
conversations.
It’s a privilege to hear them talk about their lives and help them work through some
of the hard stuff they face.
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THE VIEW FROM
WORK CREW
DONNA TEEKENS
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Name
Address
State

Donna Teekens
from Melbourne on
Mt Kosciuszko (right)
and Jessica Barthelson
from Canberra.

I

really enjoyed being on Summer Camp and
serving on work crew.

The team led by Liz Merritt all had a heart for
serving and a heart for Jesus and this was their
way of making a difference at camp.
Work Crew is a lot of fun and a lot of hard work. We
had long days cleaning cabins, serving food, doing
dishes, cleaning toilets, making coffee, sweeping
floors, mopping, vacuuming and helping the chef.
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I love being part of Summer Camp because I want
to see young people come to Christ, to start that
journey or continue their journey with Jesus. For
the teenagers, camp was an opportunity to learn
that God really loves them enormously and wants
to have a relationship with them. It’s also a great,
fun experience. I love seeing that unfold throughout
the week and I love serving the campers and
enabling others to do their job so the teenagers
can have the best time possible.
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Please send me more information on:
Becoming a monthly giving partner
Volunteers in Schools
Serving on a local YLA Committee
Sponsor a teen to Summer Camp
Praying for the work of Young Life Australia
I wish to partner the work of Young Life
Australia through financial support:
Amount $
Please tick the applicable boxes:
Monthly

Quarterly

One-off

Cheque

Direct Debit
(We will contact you for details)

Credit card type:
MasterCard

Visa

Amex

Name on card
CARD NO.

Expiry Date
Signature
All donations over $2 are tax deductible.
We appreciate your support. It really makes
a difference!
Please send completed form to:
Young Life Australia
PO Box 240, West Ryde, NSW 1685
Camp has been an amazing
experience, I loved trying all the
activities that challenged me and
I felt a great sense of achievement
as I reached the roof of Australia,
‘Mount Kosciuszko’. Making
lifelong friends has been awesome
and camp has been an experience
I will never forget.
– Rebecca, Sydney

Summer Camp was such an
awesome week! Making heaps
of lifelong friends from all over
Australia that I’ll never forget and
connecting with the cabin leaders.
I don’t want to leave.
Emma, Sydney

Please make all cheques payable to Young Life.
Young Life Australia complies with all provisions of the Privacy Act.
Be assured that the personal details you provide will be entered directly
into the Young Life Australia database and will not be disclosed to any
third party. We may use your details to send you information about the
work of Young Life Australia. If you would like to know what information
Young Life Australia has on you please call (02) 9877 5144 during
business hours.
Please do not send any further details about Young Life Australia
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N THIS ISSUE of Connections, we look back on Young Life’s
national Summer Camp which was held in Jindabyne during
January. Summer Camp is always a highlight because it
brings our teams and volunteers from around Australia
together in a mammoth joint effort. This year there were 140 adult
volunteers at camp which sets a record and puts us in a fantastic
position to grow the numbers of young people who can attend.
Having a strong adult presence at camp is important for several
reasons.
Being able to respond to any given situation is extremely important
to us but we also want to take care of the young people individually.
Young Life is not about crowd control; it is a relational ministry.
The real work happens in conversations.
So thank you to the volunteers who were willing to make
themselves available: to chat, laugh, encourage, listen to and
have fun with the campers.
Summer Camp is above all, a chance to show Jesus Christ to
young people. Our hope teenagers will choose to follow Jesus
is what brings us back together year after year.

Comments
Tania Jordan What an amazing bunch of kids we have had from
around Australia. This camp has totally rocked.

On a change of subject, High School education has been in the
news yet again, mostly to do with how we rank as a nation but
the ABC has also aired a program all about Year 12 from the
perspective of the young people completing their final year called
My Year 12 Life.
If you haven’t seen this program, and you have senior students in
your family or you know young people approaching their exams,
I recommend it to you.
Young Life volunteers share the Year 12 journey with many of the
teenagers we meet.
As students struggle to cope with stress and expectations, Young
Life aims to bring a positive and hopeful perspective.
Thank you for supporting Young Life on our journey alongside
young people.

Volunteer
for Summer Camp
2018
Visit our website and fill in
an expression of interest!
We’ll contact you later in the year.

Comments
Melinda Parker Being a YL volunteer decades ago, was one of the
best things I got to do in my life!!! Sometimes at 56 I still consider it
Teresa Pomente Thank you. My daughter said it was the best camp
she has ever been to.
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Small Community Mobilises for Summer Camp

Connecting in their world

Offering support and role-modelling

Making a difference

Instilling confidence and values

Building resilience

Empowering and equipping to
navigate the challenges ahead
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arren, a town in Central Western NSW
with a population of a little over 1500,
is one of the newest communities
to welcome Young Life. This summer saw
nine teenagers and six volunteers from the
town attend the National Young Life Australia
Summer Camp.
The community of Warren gathered around their
young people and helped contribute to getting
them on camp – there was a bike donated
and a raffle held. There were individuals who
financially contributed.
The Warren Rotary Club also pledged money
to assist getting their teenagers to camp.
They have generously engaged with Young Life in
Warren, as well as helped some younger community
members to Wyld Life Camp in September last year.

“THERE WAS A BIKE DONATED
AND A RAFFLE HELD. THERE WERE
INDIVIDUALS WHO FINANCIALLY
CONTRIBUTED.”
Rotary representative Rod Sandell says Warren
Rotary and Rotary in general try to be supportive of
any project or organisation that has a positive impact
on the lives of the youth of Australia.

Summer Campers visited Warren Rotary Club
following their week in Jindabyne during January.
Warren financially, they have invited the young people
they have invested in to share their time away.
“The members of Rotary love to hear from young
people about their adventures with Young Life, and
we recently returned for dinner meeting to share
experiences of camp,” says Young Life volunteer,
Taylor McCloskey.
“It is so encouraging to have the support of Rotary
and to see the Warren community values the work of
Young Life in our town.”

“Through Young Life’s presentations at Rotary we
believe the organisation is having a positive impact
on the young people who participate in the program.

Heather Gant, Young Life’s Regional Manager for
Central West NSW, says visiting the community
groups who have provided support “multiplies the
opportunities for young people as they meet more
adults who are positively impacting their lives”.

“Life skill experiences and the ability to speak
publicly, are essential gifts to our youth if they are to
grow into confident, positive well rounded members
of our community.”

“It takes the whole community – teenagers,
volunteers, Young Life committees, staff, donors,
prayer partners, parents, schools, churches and
councils – for this work to be happening.”

John Ryan was cabin leader to the
enthusiastic group of boys from Warren.
He appreciates the generosity many in
the community have shown.

Our Mission Statement
Young Life seeks to build
confidence, values and
resilience in Australia’s young
people through significant
relationships with adults who
model the love of Jesus Christ.

“Limited finances often restrict young
people from accessing great life
changing experiences, be it education,
training or even a week of adventure.
“Because of the extraordinary activities
that Young Life provides on their camps,
it can often be expensive to go.
“Without the financial support from
Rotary, the young people from Warren
would find getting to camp a huge
challenge.”
Each time Rotary has partnered with Young Life
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A Summer Camp photo momento with the campers
from Warren and Taylor McCloskey (pictured front
and right).
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